Scientists can’t count 


The recent anti-GE march to parliament, org¬ 
anised by Harakeke eco collective along with 
MAdGE and GE Free NZ, aimed to up the level 
of public protest before the proposed ending of 
the moratorium in October. Faced with a gov¬ 
ernment that is ignoring scientific, cultural, 
economic and ethical objections to GE, the 
only way to keep the environment safe from 
the introduction of these new species is to get 
very loud, very angry and very soon. 

The pro-GE group, Life Sciences Network, 
responded to the march with a pathetic press 
release saying less than a hundred people at¬ 
tended (our figure of 500 was from two separ¬ 
ate head counts — most estimates were higher) 
and smugly claiming that people aren’t 
bothering to protest because the government 
intends to drop the moratorium regardless of 
public opinion. 


Whose land 


Recently there has been a great deal of dispute 
about the rights of Maori versus the rights of 
all others to the use of coastal areas. However, 
this is not the only matter we should be ad¬ 
dressing in regard to land issues. We should 
consider the whole matter of human rights for 
everyone. All human beings must have three 
needs met: land for adequate housing and 
enough to grow vegetables or make room for 
children to play, and land they can use to get 
from place to place (roads etc.). The second 
need is for clean water and the third is for 
fresh air. These are not things any of us can 
make. They are supplied for us by nature for 
nothing. But that doesn’t mean anyone can 
get a fair share of any or all of them. 

Some of those who have land are aiming to 
sell it, hoping to make a big profit when they 
do. Meantime, they may not be using it at all. 
Fairly early in New Zealand’s history settlers 
in Taranaki woke up to the fact that they were 
paying quite heavy rates because rates were 
based on capital value. Those not using their 
land but just waiting for land prices to rise 
were paying much lower rates, knowing that 
sometime in the future they would gain by 
selling their land for a good price. 


“Maybe this is an indication that the govern 
ment’s determination to let the moratorium 
expire is finally getting through to people,” 
said William Rolleston, chairman of Life 
Sciences Network. He may be right about the 
government, but our determination to keep 
GMOs out of the environment may give both 
Rolleston and Labour a nasty shock. 

Sam Buchanar 


Palestine (contd.)... 


In order to convey the Mideast crisis in all its 
complexity, journalists need to take seriously 
the violence suffered by all communities. 
References to “relative calm” while Palestin¬ 
ians are being routinely killed only serve to 
trivialise human life and obscure the cycle of 
violence that afflicts the region. 

_ FAIR www.fair.org 


is it anyway? 


This is the system of rating that Auckland is 
thinking of adopting at the moment. It will be 
very sad if the council there does change its 
rating system to capital value. For a time 
figures have indicated that the rich are get¬ 
ting richer and the poor poorer. Anything 
which will exacerbate this tendency would 
increase tensions between the less affluent 
Maori and Pakeha people. It would do lasting 
injustice to the people who are already poor or 
poorish, and benefit those who possess but do 
not make proper use of all or some of their 
land. Betty Noble 
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The Fifth WTO Minister¬ 
ial Conference will be 
held in Cancun, Mexico, 
from 10 to 14 September 
2003. The conference is 
the World Trade Organ¬ 
isation’s highest-level 
decision-making body. 

Decisions made at this 
meeting will have very 
real effects for people 
living in New Zealand. They are 
legally binding, and they cover 
almost all areas of everyday life 
(including education, health, 
water, electricity, and food). 

Negotiations are usually strong- 
armed by the US and EU. These 
“superpowers” maintain that if 
developing countries do not pledge 
their support to free-trade, all aid and 
foreign markets will be denied to 
those desperate nations. 

One of the likeliest outcomes of the 
Cancun meeting is the ability of 
corporations to sue governments 
when ‘denied’ investor rights. We 
can certainly expect public services 
to be forcibly opened up to inter¬ 
national competition. 

In a speech to the Global Business 
Forum, New Zealand’s representative 
to the WTO (Trade minister Jim 
Sutton), made clear the path that he’ll 
be following. “We are looking, once 


lagain, to the US to pro- 
Ivide the same leader¬ 
ship it has provided in 
Ithe previous eight 
(rounds of multilateral 
(negotiations.” 

Over 150,000 con¬ 
cerned citizens from 
(North and South 
lAmerica, Europe, and 
■Asia are expected to 
converge on Cancun, including 
leading farm, food, Fair Trade, 
and anti-GE activists. They’ll 
attend a wide range of workshops, 
forums, and cultural events. 
Following up on the theme of the 
World Social Forum in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, “Another World is 
Possible”, the emphasis in Cancun 
will be on presenting alternatives 
to corporate globalisation. 

And this is where the real 
struggle is: it is not about ‘trade’ 
at all; it’s about power and who 
gets it. Governments or corp¬ 
orations? Ordinary people or 
profiteers? The answers to those 
questions will affect us all. 

The weekend before the WTO 
meets in Mexico, the Alliance 
Party (Wellington) will be holding 
‘alt-WTO’, a gathering to intro¬ 
duce the issues surrounding the 
(continued on page 3) 


Coming Activities : 

Sat. 13 Sept, lpm Reclaim the Streets party in Upper Cuba Street with 
stalls, music, games, street theatre. Laura.Beck@parliament.govt.nz 
Sat. 13 Sept. 6 pm Indy media & KotahiAo fundraising dinner and 
films at St Johns Church conference centre, Dixon Street. $10 waged/$6 
unwaged. Further details: valerie.morse@paradise.net.nz 
Tues. 16 Sept. 8 pm Indy media/Aotearoa Educators film night at 
Newtown Community Centre, Colombo Street. $5 (more details inside) 












Journalists find “calm” when only Palestinians die 


The deadly bus bombing in Jerusalem on 19 
August was foreshadowed by a pair of suicide 
attacks a week earlier which killed two Israeli 
civilians. While US media tended to portray 
these attacks as a return to violence after a 
relatively peaceful period, there were numer¬ 
ous killings in the weeks leading up to the 
suicide bombings that underscore the lack of 
even-handed attention given to loss of life in 
the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. 

When two Palestinian suicide bombers each 
killed an Israeli civilian and themselves on 12 
August, US news outlets immediately depicted 
the attacks as an apparent resurgence in 
Mideast violence. “Summer truce shattered in 
Israel” announced CBS, while NBC reported 
that “the attacks broke more than a month of 
relative silence”. The LA Times wrote that the 
bombings “broke a six-week stretch during 
which the people of this war-weary land had 
enjoyed relative quiet”. 

During this six-week period of “relative 
quiet”, however, some 17 Palestinians were 
killed and at least 59 injuredby Israeli 
occupation soldiers and settlers, according to 
the Palestine Red Crescent Society. The dead 
included Mahmoud Kabaha, a four-year-old 
boy, who was sitting in the back seat of a jeep 
with his family at a checkpoint when an 
Israeli soldier shot him dead — in a spray of 
bullets that the army simply called an “accid¬ 
ental burst of gunfire”. Virtually none of the 
major US news reports on the August 12th 
bombings alluded to the Palestinian death toll 
in this period, leaving out a key piece of the 
story: for Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza, the violence had never ceased; while the 
Israeli attacks had decreased, there had never 
been anything like an Israeli cease-fire. 

An Associated Press report on 19 August 
(filed before that day’s bombing) did state that 
since June 29, “more than 20 people have 
been killed on the Israeli and Palestinian 
sides.” What it didn’t note was that of those 
“more than 20”, at least 21 were Palestinian, 
according to the Red Crescent. 

After a month and a half in which Palest¬ 
inians were being killed several times a week 


and receiving relatively little mention, the 
Washington Post and New York Times both put 
the bombings on 13 August on their front 
pages, each declaring the violence a break 
from weeks of “relative calm”, and each 
including a front-page photo of the victims’ 
relatives in mourning. USAToday also put 
grieving relatives on the front page, along 
with the headline, “Two Suicide Attacks End a 
Six-Week Lull in Conflict”. One can empathise 
with these relatives while recognising that 
the families of the Palestinians who died 
during the “lull” were virtually invisible. 

On CNN, the August 12th bombings were a 
major story, with eight separate segments 
mentioning the attacks in a three-hour 
period. Anchor Wolf Blitzer declared a “grim 
return to the battle days in Israel and the 
Palestinian territories”. His colleague Aaron 
Brown echoed that theme, noting that “after 
a period of relative calm there has been a 
major surge in violence in Israel and the 
Palestinian territories”. Correspondent 
Jerrold Kessel reported that the bombings 
“cast doubt on the viability of this peace 
process known as the road map for peace.” 

These bombings had killed four people, 
including the bombers. Just four days earlier, 
on August 8, two Palestinians and one Israeli 
were killed in an Israeli raid on a suspected 
militant, while two more Palestinians were 
killed at an ensuing rally — one shot, and the 
other killed by Israeli tear gas. But those five 
deaths — mainly Palestinian — were not 
deemed a “major surge in violence” or a 
“grim return to the battle days” on CNN. 
Instead, anchor Carol Costello suggested that 
the Israeli raid “maybe another smudge, a 
bump if you will, on that road map to peace.” 

The media’s tendency to downplay — or 
completely ignore — Palestinian suffering and 
death is nothing new. In late 2001 and the 
beginning of 2002, for example, a loose cease¬ 
fire declaredby Yasir Arafat led to a period of 
very few Israeli deaths, but sustained 
Palestinian deaths— and the American media 
repeatedly referred to it as a time of “relative 
calm”. ...continued on back page 


Daring direct action puts pressure on vivisectors 



Animal Rights activists gathered in Christ¬ 
church to protest the pro-vivisection confer¬ 
ences being held by ANZCCART (Australia & 
NZ Council for the Care of Animals in Research 
&Teaching) and ANZSLAS (Australia &NZ 
Society for Laboratory Animal Science). 

Vivisection literally means ‘cutting while still 
alive’, but these days it refers to any harmful 
experiments or tests performed on animals. 
Over 260,000 animals are vivisected each 
year in New Zealand. Organisations such as 
National Anti-Vivisection Campaign (NAVC), 
Save Animals From Exploitation (SAFE), 
Animal Rights Alliance (ARA), the Green 
Party and the Animal Rights Legal Advocacy 
Network (ARLAN) targeted the conference 
hotel with early morning wake-up calls and 
daily lunchtime protests. Atrain carrying 
vivisectors to the West Coast was delayed by 
protestors who blocked the tracks. After a brief 
stand-off with police and security, the protest¬ 
ors left without arrest, although 13 verbal and 
written trespass notices were issued. 

After an early rise for a special dawnlight 
drum-jam, three people were arrested on 
Thursday while an ‘autonomous mechanic’ 
was attempting to remove ‘defective parts’ 

(i.e. mad scientists) from a bus that was taking 
the vivisectors to the International Antarctic 
Centre. The week’s activities culminated in a 
banner-drop and lock-down on the foyer roof of 
the hotel on Friday. Two people were arrested, 
but later released without charge. 

The scientists have scurried home, but the 
fight against vivisection continues. If you 
would like to be involved, contact your local 
animal rights group, or visit the websites 
below. Danyl Strype (abridged) 

www.safe.org.nzwww.arlan.org.nz 



On 16 September Wmdymedia and Aotearoa 
Educators will showTe Kupu’s Rapumentary 
and Big Noise’s Zapatistas, to raise funds for 
the Aotearoa Independence Day gig (to be held 
at the end of October), (see notice on page 1) 


Community Garden Birthday Party 


Tonks Ave, one of New Zealand’s oldest original 
streets, lies in the path of the highly contro¬ 
versial ‘proposed Wellingtonbypass’. Agarden 
founded on 1 September 2001 is a living symbol 
of the dedication of the anti-‘bypass’ and upper Te 
Aro communities of Wellington to recreate this 
area into a thriving beautiful community space 
despite Transit’s efforts to do otherwise. 

Bring some kai and drink and invite your 
friends, family and neighbours too. Meet 10 am 
onwards in Tonks Avenue just off upper Cuba 
Street opposite Thistle Hall, Sunday 31 August. 

Emily Bailey, Growing Community 

P.S. If you have any spring vege, herb or 
berry seedlings to spare they would be 
greatly appreciated. This garden is free 
for the harvesting but only take what you 
need. _ (edited) 


Cancun (contd.)... 


WTO, and encourage discussion of alternat- 
ives to the WTO, ‘trade liberalisation’, and 
the neo-liberal agenda. 

September 13 is a worldwide Day of Action 
Against Corporate Globalisation and War. 
Local actions are being organised by Peace 
Action Wellington (PAW), as part of the 
global carnival of resistance. Windy Eds 
Email: 

Jim Sutton: jsutton@ministers.govt.nz 
alt-WTO: john@eclectic.org.nz 
PAW: peacewellington@hotmail.com 
http://cancun.mediosindependientes.org/ 







